
 

POOLEY  WALTER CHARLES 

 

Private Essex Regiment 2nd Battalion.12th Brigade, 4th Division 

(Formerly Essex Yeomanry - Service Number 2529) 

Age: 25 

Killed in Action    Date of Death: 11/02/1917 

Service No: 33907 

One of the first Divisions to move to France, arriving just in time to join the hard-pressed Divisions of 

II Corps at Le Cateau. The 4th Division remained on the Western Front throughout the war. It took part in most 

of the major actions. the date of his death does not coincide with any major action fought by the 4th Division. 

He was not eligible for the 1914-1915 Star, which signifies that he did not cross to France until 1916. 



 

He was born in Colchester and the son of Mr & Mrs Charles Pooley of Greenstead Road.  He was the husband 

of Constance Larenda Pooley, (nee Purle) of Sidney Cottages, Albion St., Rowhedge, Colchester. He enlisted at 

Colchester in November 1915. He had worked at the printing works of Messrs. Spottiswoode & Co., the Hythe. 

He had been home on leave on December 6th !916. A letter printed in the County Standard of March 10th 

1917from 2nd Lt. Courtney A. Greenhill of the Essex Regiment to his widow expresses "deepest sympathy" and 

states:- "He was killed in action on the morning of February 11th, while on a working party under my command, 

and was the victim of a shrapnel shell. It may spare you pain to know that he had no suffering at all and that he 

was given a Christian burial just behind the line, his company commander and myself being present***have 

lost a splendid fellow and a brave soldier" 

 

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: VII. F. 30. 



Cemetery: FINS NEW BRITISH CEMETERY, SOREL-LE-GRAND 

 

Fins and Sorel were occupied at the beginning of April, 1917, in the German Retreat to the Hindenburg Line. 

They were lost on the 23rd March, 1918, after a stubborn defence of Sorel by the 6th K.O.S.B. and the staff of 

the South African Brigade; and they were regained in the following September. The first British burials at Fins 

were carried out in the Churchyard and the Churchyard Extension, and the New British Cemetery was not begun 

until July, 1917. It was used by fighting units (especially the 40th, 61st (South Midland) and 9th (Scottish) 

Divisions) and Field Ambulances until March, 1918, when it comprised about 590 graves in Plots I to IV. It was 

then used by the Germans, who added 255 burials, including 26 British, in Plots IV, V, and VI. In September 

and October, 1918, about 73 British soldiers were buried by the 33rd and other Divisions, partly in Plots I and 

II, but mainly in Plots V and VI. Lastly, Plots VII and VIII were made, and other Plots completed, by the 

concentration of 591 graves after Armistice from Fins Churchyard Extension and other cemeteries and from the 

surrounding battlefields. There are now 1289, 1914-18 Commonwealth war casualties commemorated in this 

site. Of these 208 are unidentified, and special memorials are erected to nine soldiers from the United Kingdom 

who are believed to be buried among them. Another special memorial records the name of a soldier from the 

United Kingdom, buried in Fins Churchyard Extension, whose grave could not be found on concentration. Nine 

graves in Plot VIII, Row E, identified as a whole but not individually, are marked by headstones bearing the 

words: "Buried near this spot." There are also 277 Foreign National casualties commemorated here. The 

cemetery covers an area of 4,524 square metres and is enclosed by a brick wall on three sides. The cemeteries 

from which graves were concentrated to Fins New British Cemetery were the following:- EQUANCOURT 

CHURCHYARD, now closed, where three soldiers from the United Kingdom were buried in 1917 and 1918. 

FINS CHURCHYARD, now closed, in which nine soldiers from the United Kingdom were buried in April, 

1917. FINS CHURCHYARD EXTENSION, which was on the North side of the churchyard, within the 

enclosure of a house. It contained the graves of 121 soldiers from the United Kingdom and one from Canada, 

who fell in April July, 1917, and one German soldier who fell in March, 1918. SOREL-LE-GRAND GERMAN 

CEMETERY, on the West side of the village, opposite the Communal Cemetery. Here were buried, some by the 

enemy and some by their comrades, 17 soldiers from the United Kingdom who fell in 1916-18. No. of Identified 
Casualties: 1269 

OTHER MEMORIALS Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque 



 

 

THE UNITED BENEFICE OF ABBERTON, EAST DONYLAND, FINGRINGHOE, LANGENHOE 

 


